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to the guru, or high priest, and he, as the officiating priest,
receives a fee and the tray or basket of things, and the cere-
mony is begun. If the guru is present he orders the priest
and disciples who may be present " to bring the god to the
girl," and they proceed with the ceremony. She is conducted
to that part of the temple where such ceremonies are generally
performed, usually in front of the idol, and is made to sit on a
black cambly, or country-made blanket (never on a white one),
facing east, right knee raised and right elbow resting on it,
head bent and covered. In front of her is spread some rice,
on which are placed the kernels of five cocoanuts, one at each
corner and one in the centre, and similarly five betel nuts,
five pieces of turmeric, five dried dates, and five duddus and
a tankam in a bran vessel (a duddu=l anna 8 pies, and a
tankam=5 annas 4 pies). Kankanam, a yellow thread, such
as is used in Hindu marriages and once to be used in satis, to
which a betel leaf is fastened, is tied on her right wrist by the
senior basivi present. A marriage song is then sung by the
basivi and married women (not widows), who throw yellow rice
over the girl. They put the bangle on her right wrist, and tie
the tali, on which is depicted the iraman of Vishnu, and which
is fastened to a necklace of black beads, round her neck, and
they make the girl put on the toe-rings. These marriage
tokens, which are worn by Hindu women until their husbands'
death, are worn by the basivi until her own death. She is
given, by way of insignia, a cane about three feet long, as a
wand, carried in the right hand, and a gopdlam, or begging
basket, slung on the left arm. She is then branded with a
heated brass instrument, with a chdkra on the right shoulder,
in front, similarly on the left shoulder with a shenk (charik)
and over the right breast with a chakra. As well known, these
are the emblems of Vishnu. The third mark, over the breast,
is never done if there is any suspicion the girl is not a virgin.
Sometimes girls are dedicated after maturity. It may be men-
tioned that, if he is present, the guru heats the instruments
or holds them a moment ere they are used- After being
branded, the girl's forehead is marked with kunkam, a red
powder commonly used in feminine adornment. A seer and
a quarter of rice, two dried cocoanuts minus the shells, betel
leaves, a few areca nuts, five pieces of turmeric and five dates
are then tied in her cloth, in front, below the waist, and she
is made to rise, taken thrice round the temple and into the
god's sanctuary, where she prostrates herself before the image*